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By Donald E. Stewart and Benjamin J. Pappa Jr. 

 

For 2007 the Florida Federation sponsored two cruises to raise funds for Alzheimer’s research. On December 2, the first 
cruise departed Tampa, Florida with 28 supporters.  On December 9, our second cruise departed Port Everglade, Florida 
with 49 supporters.  This was a successful event that raised thousands of dollars which will be transferred to Alzheimer’s 
research.  A great time was had by those attending, interesting ports were visited, and the consensus was that this should 
become an annual event.  It is the hope of the Florida Federation that we will be able to do this, and research into plans to 
hold the “Second Annual Alzheimer’s Cruise” in 2008 are on the way.  Information will be forthcoming and our hopes are 
that we will have even more attending in 2008 then in 2007.  A very big “Thank You” to all those that helped to support this 
event, those attending, BC/BS, and our Cruise Director Phyllis Bernstein.  Pictured above are participants from the Port 
Everglade cruise, and participants from the Tampa cruise are shown on page 2.  
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Tampa Alzheimer’s Cruise   

 
 
Members pictured on the cruise from Tampa are:  John 
& Sylvia Ventura (0754); Jim & Beulah Green (DVP 11); 
Ed & Adelheid LaLonde (662); Guy & Betty Haviland 
(1305); Joseph & Antoinette Mahig (1154); Michael & 
Valerie Rubler (1154); Norma Williams & Dian Reed 
(1154).  Other NARFE members not pictured: Clayton & 
Norma Walker; Charles & Nancy Walker; Carmen 
Walker & Ruth IIlingworth. 

 
President’s Podium 

By Don Stewart 
 

In October, I attended the 
Region III Regional 
Training Seminar  in 
Columbus, GA.  It was very 
useful and instructive, with 
presentations by officers 
from National as well as 
Federations.  There was an 
excellent turnout from the 
Florida Federation including 
two officers from the Key 

West Chapter, who turned out to have traveled the 
farthest of all attendees. 
 
In October, we had a Federation Executive Board 
meeting,  where I instituted a slightly different 
format.  We started the meeting at 1 p.m. and were 
able to conclude all Federation business by the 
time we recessed that evening.  The next day, I 
introduced an Open Forum , where everyone could 
participate; any topic could be introduced and 
discussion was limited to approximately 1 to 2 

minutes per person to permit everyone who wanted 
to participate. The topics identified for overall 
discussion were membership retention, 
legislation, PR/Newsletter, and restructuring 
the Federation to meet changing needs.  The 
Open Forum encouraged an exchange of ideas.  
The Federation Strategic Planning Committee 
(SPC) also submitted an interim report and 
continues its work. 
 
I continue to visit chapters , which I find very 
useful and informative.  Basically, I make a short 
presentation and then I open it up to Q&A.  I have 
gotten many excellent pointers and suggestions on 
information members would like.  There also have 
been excellent suggestions that we can apply to 
Federation activities.  I look forward to attending as 
many more chapter meetings as possible. 
 
New IRS filing requirements will impact NARFE 
chapters and federations.   The October issue of 
the NARFE magazine, on page 64, has an article 
outlining tax filing requirements for chapters and 
the Federation. If you have any questions, please 
contact Federation Treasurer Ken Carter or myself.  
In a nutshell, beginning in 2008, organizations such 
as NARFE chapters and Federations, that 
previously were not required to file returns, will be 
required to file an annual electronic notice, Form 
990-N,   Electronic Notice (e-Postcard) for Tax 
Exempt Organizations not Required to File Form 
990 or 990EZ.  Organizations that do not file the 
notice will lose their tax-exempt status. When you 
file, please submit a copy to the Federation 
Treasurer.  
 
Legislation.  Please read the article in this 
Newsletter by new Federation Legislative Officer 
Brenda Mobley.  In addition, I would like each and 
everyone who has not registered with National 
to get GEMS alerts , that you please do so.  If you 
want to know how to register, just ask any of your 
Federation officers or your Chapter President.  I 
would also like to recommend to you that you 
access http://capwiz.com/narfe/dbq/officials, which 
will permit you to access information on what your 
representative and senators are doing for you and, 
more importantly, give you the opportunity to send 
them an email seeking their support for NARFE 
supported legislation.  It is a great web site, easy to 
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access and you can send your representative and 
senator emails.  If you are not happy with our lack 
of legislative accomplishments, here is your chance 
to do something about it.  Senator Martinez’s web 
site is www.martinez.senate.gov.   
  
January 29 balloting . Each of us will have an 
opportunity to cast a ballot on January 29, 2008.  
There will be choices dealing with property taxes, 
tax portability and others.  Some of these choices 
are simply a question of putting an item on the 
ballot for the November 2008 election.  I urge you 
to study all the issues and learn what the 
consequences of these issues can be on you.   
What is good for one person is not necessarily 
good for another!  Only you, researching carefully 
the implications of each issue, will tell you how to 
vote.  Every person’s vote counts.  If you chose not 
to vote, you are letting someone else decide what 
is good for you.  Talk to your friends about the 
issues, consult experts and by all means, question 
what you are told until you are convinced that you 
grasp the full implications of how you vote! 
 
Membership . Federation Membership Recruitment 
Chair Ed Fleck has written an excellent article on 
questions about NARFE’s public image or lack 
thereof.  I have said many times NARFE IS ONE 
OF THE BEST KEPT SECRETS AROUND!   We 
are not a hush-hush organization.  We all have 
friends that we can tell we belong to NARFE.  We 
have numerous volunteers who work in all 
capacities in the community.  If you are one of our 
many volunteers, let people know you are a 
member of NARFE.  Wear your NARFE shirt to 
these activities.  Most of us only wear our NARFE 
shirts to NARFE meetings.  Wow! What is the 
message here…that you bought a shirt?  I wear my 
shirt shopping and to other activities and I get 
asked about my NARFE patch.  Try it, it works!  
 
Retention starts the day a new member joins.  Ask 
them to share their government job experience.  
Find out what there interests are!  See if they would 
be willing to take on a vacant committee chair in 
the chapter.  One of the biggest problems we have 
is in finding members to be officers!  Have you ever 
asked a new person to consider being an officer?  
Do you convey the feeling that you can not wait to 
give up your position?  Do you convey the feeling 

that new members are welcome and so are their 
ideas?  In my recent visits to chapters, I have found 
them to be dynamic chapters that are not losing 
members.  That they are full of enthusiasm and 
they believe in NARFE!  One of Groucho Marx’s 
jokes was –“he wouldn’t want to belong to any club 
that accepted him!”  Think about it! 
 
Chapter Assistance Program.   Please read 
Program Chair David Whalen’s article on funds the 
Federation has set aside for chapters that need 
financial help. The funds can be used for 
recruitment, retention, PR and other chapter 
activities. Contact David Whalen! 
 
Chapter Internet Coordinator.   Every chapter is 
supposed to have an Internet Coordinator who can 
act as the chapters email contact point with the 
Federation, the District Vice President and 
National.  The person chosen for this position 
would distribute information sent electronically sent 
to the chapter.  One prime example is this 
Newsletter which is mailed to each chapter 
President (and posted on www.narfelf.net) and who 
in turn is expected to disseminate at least the 
contents of the newsletter.  If we count spouses as 
part of our membership, the Florida Federation has 
close to 30,000 members.  The Federation counts 
on the Newsletter to get the word out to the 
membership through the District Vice Presidents, 
chapter Presidents and Internet Coordinators.  I 
have talked about the problems of membership 
retention and simply the relevance of NARFE in 
general.  We are doing a great disservice to our 
membership if we do not keep them informed.  
 
Over the next months till the convention in May, I 
will be sending relevant information by email to 
each chapter President that I will expect 
acknowledged and distributed to their respective 
membership.  This means I will need everyone 
addressed to help!   
 
If you do not have a Chapter Internet 
Coordinator, this is the time to appoint one in 
your chapter.  Please let us know the designee 
by February 1, 2008 
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Recruiting  
By Ed Fleck 

 

When I made recruiting pitches at two Pre-
retirement Seminars to about 30 Air Traffic 
Controllers recently at the Orlando/Sanford 
International Airport, I was dismayed that not one 
attendee had ever heard of NARFE.   

What, I ask, are we doing wrong??  Or better, what 
are we not doing right?  There is no good reason 
that NARFE should be considered a classified 
secret.   

My friends, we are all recruiters for NARFE.  We 
should all carry a NARFE application with us so 
that when we run into a federal employee or 
retiree, we give them a 30 second commercial 
and hand them that application.  While you're at it, 
also give them a dues withholding form so we won't 
have to worry about their membership expiring.    

Thanks to a suggestion from Chapter 1263, 
I recommended that all DVPs pass on the 
suggestion to their chapters that a recruitment 
message be placed in Homeowner Association 
newsletters.  This seems to be a great cost-free 
and effective means of reaching folks.   Mine 
should be published soon.  I will let you know, and 
please let me know, of any successes. 

I attended a Senior Fest at Tropicana Field, St. 
Petersburg; where I gave away about 50 
applications.   

I also plan to attend additional ones at the Florida 
State Fair Grounds, Expo Hall, Tampa, January 23 
& 24; Sarasota/Bradenton International Convention 
Center, Sarasota, February 20 & 21; Harborview 
Center, Clearwater, March 19 & 20; Cultural Center 
of Charlotte County, Port Charlotte, April 23; and 
Central FL Community College, Ocala, May 23.  I 
am reaching out via the DVPs and chapter 
Presidents for assistance in staffing our booth at 
these events. 

Please ask your chapter members to advise us if 
they learn of any Pre-retirement Seminars at their 
former agencies.  I am most interested in attending 
them, too. 

 

Branding 
By Marc Harris 

 

NARFE is not only the name of our Association, but 
it is also our Brand.  A brand  is a name, term, 
design, symbol, or other feature that distinguishes 
products and services .A brand which is widely 
known acquires brand recognition. One goal in 
brand recognition is the identification of a brand 
without the name of the company present. For 
example, Disney has been successful at branding 
with their particular script font (originally created for 
Walt Disney's "signature" logo).  

For NARFE, our name, the National Active and 
Retired Federal Employees Association, is as 
much a part of our brand as NARFE and the 
NARFE seal.  In order for us to achieve brand 
recognition, it is imperative that we use the word 
NARFE and the NARFE seal in all our recruiting 
and public relations efforts, newsletters, websites, 
letterhead, etc.  And when needed, write out the 
entire name of the Association! Copies of the 
NARFE seal are available at www.narfe.org and 
www.narfefl.net.   
 
As President Stewart has said many times, and 
again in his article above, NARFE IS ONE OF THE 
BEST KEPT SECRETS AROUND!   You are a 
member of an association that has worked hard for 
federal employee retirement benefits for 80 years.  
Let people know you are a member of NARFE.  
Wear your NARFE when shopping and to other 
activities, such as when you meet with Legislators.  
 

New NARFE Logo Patches 
 
The Florida Federation now has available a quality 
3” Embroidered Patch.  This patch can be ironed 
on, sewn on or both to up-date your current 
NARFE garments to the new Logo. Sewn on is 
recommended.  
 
You can also create new NARFE garments such as 
a polo shirt, jacket or cap, thereby selecting your 
own style of garment at a cost that you choose.  
The cost is $3.50 per patch plus shipping. All 
proceeds go to the Florida Federation. 

(pictures of the new badge are on the next page) 
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For more information or to receive an order form, 
call Margaret or Ben Pappa at 941-743-7117 or 
email Retatc@comcast.net.   

 

Chapter highlights 
By Marc Harris 

 

Cape Coral 
Chapter 1002 
collected and 
donated over 145 
pounds of food to 
the Cape Coral 
Caring Center.  
Loretta Miller, 
Sunshine Chair (l) 
is shown with 
members of the 
Center staff. 

 

Chapter 609’s 
President Roy 
Rochon and 1137’s 
2nd VP Mike Dobrin   
are shown here 
after an interview 
by Mark Pence on 
his "Man About 

Town" show.  Chapter 609’s Eileen Cameron 
arranged the interview.  

Federation Annual Convention  
May 20-22 
By John Ventura 

 
It is time to start 
planning to attend the 
Federation Annual 
Convention at the Hilton 
Hotel in Altamonte 
Springs.   
 

This year, we are putting together a program that 
should attract a record number of members.   If you 
have not attended a Convention in the past, I 
suggest that you make arrangements to attend this 
one. Why?   
·  Region III Vice President Bob Harrell and 

National Secretary Nathaniel Brown as our 
featured speakers.   

·  We will be voting on Resolutions that could 
bring changes to the Federation, and national 
resolutions that will be considered at the 
National Convention in Louisville, KY in 
September. 

·  We will have great entertainment Tuesday 
night, the Arabian Nights.  The discounted 
$42.50 price includes bus transportation to and 
from the hotel, meal and entertainment.  You 
can’t beat that price. 

·  You will meet great people not only from all 
over the state. 

·  The Dues Withholding Contest winners will be 
selected. 

·  Federation elections will be held 
·  You could win one of the many door prizes 

awarded by vendors 
 
Information packets have been sent to all Chapter 
Presidents.  Presidents, if you have not received 
yours, call me.  
 
Members planning to attend should see their 
chapter secretary to obtain the pre-registration 
form and the credentials form completed.  You also 
should call the Hilton Hotel at 1-800-678-4380 to 
make your reservation for the convention. Mention 
the code NARF for your discounted room rate. 
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Dues Withholding Contest 
By Beulah H. Greene 

 
As the newly appointed Dues Withholding Contest 
Chairperson, I encourage every member not 
already on Dues Withholding, to check it out as an 
option instead of paying a lump sum once per year. 
 
The Florida Federation is offering prizes for those 
that sign up before April 30, 2008: a $200 1st Prize, 
and 2 $50 second place prizes. The only 
requirement to win is that your application be 
routed thru the Chairperson (me) for logging in the 
information for the drawing. 
 
I understand that some members have not 
participated in the contest in the past due to the 
need to provide their Social Security number on the 
application form.  With President Stewart’s 
approval, we have worked out a way for a 
member’s SSN to remain inside the envelope when 
you send it to me.  Please complete the 
application, put it in a sealed envelope, and 
address the envelope to: 
             

Beulah H. Greene 
Dues Withholding Chair 
14222 Hilton Head Drive 
Ft. Myers, Fl 33919  
 

In the upper left hand corner return address space, 
list your name, Chapter number, NARFE 
membership number, and address.  Example: 

 
John Doe 
Chapter 1299 
Member #10626312 
1861 Palm Blvd. 
Ft. Myers, Fl 33908 

 
I will log all applications received and forward them 
to NARFE Membership without opening them. 
 
This is a great retention tool and a hassle free way 
for members to pay their dues. Think about it, 
National and Chapter dues come right out of a 
member’s annuity check. Members never have to 
worry about missing a payment.  And, it is a 
savings of $4 plus per year for those that sign up! 
 

Some chapters have come up with innovative ways 
to assist the effort, too. Some are offering a free 
lunch/dinner ticket, payment of an applicant’s 
chapter dues for one year, and one is providing the 
envelopes and may even cover the stamp for the 
mailing to me.   
 
Please mention the Dues Withholding Contest at all 
meetings and include it in your Newsletters and 
websites.   
 
If you have any questions, you can call/email me at 
239-482-6713 or poandbogre@comcast.net 

 
Region 3 VP 

By Bob Harrell 
 

September through November has been very busy 
times throughout Region III.  September was spent 
visiting Chapters within the Region and preparing 
for the Regional Leadership Seminar.  
 

           We began October with the Seminar.  I was very 
proud of the attendance, over 100, and the 
presentations were very well received. I have 
received feedback that the leaders in attendance 
took the message back to the Chapters within their 
Federations and Districts. The purpose of these 
Seminars is to have the information distributed to 
the Chapter level. Following the Seminar, Peggy 
and I attended Chapter meetings in Georgia, the 
Puerto Rico/Virgin Islands Federation Convention 
and Florida’s District 9 meeting plus the Florida 
Executive Board meeting. 
 
In November we attended the Alabama Executive 
Board meeting and the National Executive Board 
meeting in Alexandria, Virginia. The NEB meeting 
was very active.  
  
This being the season where we give thanks for the 
happenings of 2007, I want to thank each of you for 
your efforts to make NARFE the strong 
organization that it is and remember NARFE is the 
primary organization that works to protect our 
benefits.  
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Automation 
By Diana Leatham 

 
As I write this article, I am cleaning up 329 viral 
spam from the LINUX mail server while clearing out 
misdirected emails from my personal machine.  
 
Our nemesis is back! The mischief maker from 
Malaysia is again focusing on us. His latest game 
is to flood us with phony subscription requests that 
carry a nasty payload. Bill got his Internet Service 
Provider to cut him off two years ago, but now he 
has resurfaced. This time he is using hard to trace 
addresses that require a double search to locate 
the real source. He is also using a mirror in 
Amsterdam, again a double look up situation.  
 
And, to add to this wonderful experience, my 
personal machine is overflowing with misdirected 
emails meant mainly for Bill. Someone gave out my 
personal email account to use for mail for the 
Federation Secretary, and a host of people have 
decided to ignore the two global emails from Bill, as 
well as the email addresses posted on the website 
and use my email instead. 
 
Because so many of our members do not 
adequately protect their machines, this puts us at a 
serious risk. Our personal machines do not have 
the multiple levels of security (which radically slow 
down a PC) that the machines used for NARFE 
have. Most NARFE related emails come to a 
LINUX machine, not a Windows machine. LINUX is 
much more secure than Windows. Other NARFE 
emails go to the paired machines used for NARFE 
business.   
 
When sending us emails about NARFE issues, 
please use webmaster@narfefl.net for me and 
secretary@narfefl.net for Bill. Our personal email 
accounts are for personal messages. We have 
many friends among you, and messages back and 
forth on mainly personal issues do belong using 
our personal accounts, but NARFE business needs 
to go to a narfefl.net account, hosted on a machine 
with 5 or more layers of security. Since the two 
machines used for NARFE are closely linked and 
share resources, an email for 
webmaster@narfefl.net meant for 
secretary@narfefl.net (or vice versa) is no problem, 

whereas a NARFE-related email sent to a personal 
account may well be erased unread for security 
reasons. One dose of the Chernobyl virus is 
enough!  
 
The 2008 Convention information has now been 
posted on www.narfefl.net. I will be adding more 
content to the 2008 Convention pages, as more 
becomes available.  
 
As soon as Bill digests the bulk of Chapter Officer 
Reports (F-7’s), we will resume updating the 
District pages with information on current Chapter 
Officer. So, please keep your personal information 
up to date and accurate via www.NARFE.org. 
   
We are eagerly expecting improvements in GEMS 
and with the National web site thanks to a new 
server on order.  

 

From your Secretary 
By Bill Leatham 

 
Keep the F-7’s Coming!   If we don’t know who 
you are, we can’t talk with you. The way we know 
with whom to talk to is from the information that 
you send us via the F-7.  
 
You can report by email from National’s on-line 
form (make sure you copy secretary@narfefl.net 
when you do so). You can do it by mail using the 
form. You also can use the Federation website, 
http://www.narfefl.net/forms/index.htm.   If you use 
the hard copy form, please copy me at 2136 
Calusa Lakes Blvd., Nokomis, FL 34275-5347, or 
fax it to the NARFE dedicated fax at 941-375-8415. 
 
90% of our Chapters hold their annual elections 
between September and December. So, this is the 
time that my inbox should be flooded. It isn’t. It is 
trickling, rather than flooding.  
 
Keep up to date!   Where to talk is the next issue. 
Chapter Officers particularly need to keep their 
membership information up to date and accurate: 
mailing address, phone number, and EMAIL 
address. Again, if the information is wrong or 
missing, we have lost touch. And, worse yet, so 
has your Chapter! 
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Free may be expensive!  Chapter Officers 
particularly should not use global email blocking 
services such as EarthLink’s Spam blocker or 
Qsorb. If we send out a major bulletin, we will not 
be able to respond to the SpamBlocker/Qsorb 
challenge in time to request clearance, so you just 
lost touch with us. McAfee, Norton, etc., all have 
heuristic spam filters that learn from you what is 
spam and what is not. They are worth it. And, the 
Amazon. etc., tracking information for your gift 
purchases will come through, rather than being 
killed off.  
 
Data Quality.  I am working with my fellow 
Federation officers to improve the completeness, 
quality and accuracy of Chapter Officer Rosters. 
We will look for holes and errors and seek to 
correct them. Only two mailings were returned from 
the last newsletter, a record, but there is still more 
to go. We have Chapter Officers with New 
Hampshire addresses and Florida phone numbers. 
That’s pretty far to travel to answer a phone!  
 
2008 Convention.  It is coming and the cycle of 
preparation is well under way. Again, this is why I 
emphasize the F-7’s and address accuracy. The 
letters that I mail out to Committee members will go 
to addresses taken from the membership 
database. If the address is wrong or outdated, you 
will not receive needed materials.  
 
 

FEEA – Contributions for Disaster 
Relief for Western Fire Victims  

By Nancy Roepke 
 

 

To contribute to the Federal Employee Emergency 
Assistance fund (FEEA) for disaster relief of fire 
victims in the west make checks out to 
FEEA/NARFE Disaster Relief Fund. Put your 
chapter number on the bottom left and send the 
check to:  

 
NARFE/FEEA Disaster Relief Fund 
8441 Bowles Av., Suite 200 
Littleton, CO 80123-9501   
 
 
 
 

Or you may donate to a FEEA fund online by credit 
card:  

 
Go to www.feea.org   
 
Click on the "Give Online" link at the top of 
the page.  
 
Click on "continue to the online donation 
page" and select "NARFE-FEEA Disaster 
Relief" from the "Program Area".  
 
Be sure to mark the credit card comment 
box with the fact that this is a NARFE 
donation from Chapter xxxx. 

 
New Service Officer 

By John Ledman 
 
Greetings fellow NARFE members .  At the fall 
Executive Board meeting I was appointed Service 
Officer for the Florida Federation.  I have been the 
Service Officer for Chapter 1137 on the Space 
Coast for several years.   
 
As Service Officers, we frequently assist survivors 
who are dealing with the death of a loved one.  
Although, when we receive a call from a member 
(or a non-member) we never know what kind of 
situation the caller will be concerned about.  So 
while we may be aware of the more frequent 
issues, there are some that we must be prepared 
to do some research on before responding. 
 
For chapter presidents who do not have a Service 
Officer, I will be happy to email you current 
procedures for reporting deaths, a list of important 
phone numbers with hints for getting through to 
OPM, as well as selling points for recruiting Service 
Officers.  And for Service Officers, I would also be 
glad to provide you with the same procedures as 
well as references to information that might be 
helpful.  Email me at 321jrl@bellsouth.net or phone 
321-639-8972. 
 
A New Year Reminder.   You should receive at 
least one and possibly two or more Notice of 
Annuity Adjustment forms from the Office of 
Personnel Management (OPM) each year.  One 
should arrive in December with the cost-of-living 
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adjustment effective for January of the following 
year.  If you have Medicare and/or Federal Health 
Benefits, another should arrive in January reflecting 
your adjusted Health Insurance Premiums to be 
effective in February. 
 
These forms should be saved with your important 
papers.  Your Claim Number is on the front of them 
and that Claim Number is needed whenever you 
call or write OPM.  The backs contain facts and 
reminders about your annuity including reporting 
deaths, various conditions for Survivor Elections 
and the address and toll-free telephone number for 
contacting OPM. 
 
 

NARFE ALZ $7+ million 
By Leonora Sicular 

 
In August, I attended the NARFE National 
Alzheimer’s meeting in Chicago.  I am pleased to 
report that, as of August 31, 2007, NARFE has 
raised $7,042,417.22 and awarded three grants 
totaling $579,243.00.  Two three years grants and 
one, two year grant was approved.  We had high 
hopes for Alzhemed, but results were inconclusive 
at the present time.  We were taken on a tour of 
Chicago’s impressive new headquarters. They 
have a huge medical library (which had been 
donated) as well as a well equipped hot line room. 
 
PLEASE when sending donations to me, checks 
are to be made out to: Florida Federation of 
Chapters - NARFE/ALZ Fund.    
·  If you want the donation to go to ALZ 

Research, please make a note at the bottom 
left side of check.   

 
·  If you want it to go to other than ALZ Research 

please enclose a note, whom the check is to be 
made out to, correct name, address, and city 
and mail it to:  

 
Leonora J. Sicular 
6650 S. Oriole Blvd. #207 
Delray Beach, Fl. 33446-1325.   

If you want to present the donation yourself, please 
let me know and a check will be drawn and sent 
back to you for you to present it. I need 

your chapter name and number, your 
correct address, etc. if that is what you want.   
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7 ………………………………….Angel Almodovar 
8 …………………………………….Robert J. Miller 
9 ………………………..................Richard Gerber 
10 ………………………..................Lucette Chizik 
11 ……………………………………James Greene 
 
Appointees  
Alzheimer’s………………………...Leonora Sicular 
Automation……………….………...Diana Leatham 
Chaplain………………………...Maude Henderson  
Chapter Assistance Program……...David Whalen 
Coalitions………….………………..Herbert Sicular 
Dues Withholding…………………...Beulah Green 
FEEA………………………………..Nancy Roepke 
Legislative…………………………..Brenda Mobley 
Member Recruiting………………………..Ed Fleck 
NARFE-PAC…………………………………Vacant 
Newsletter Editor……………...……….Marc Harris 
Newsletter Publisher (this issue)……Herb Sicular 
Public Relations………………………..Marc Harris 
Service Officer……..........................John Ledman 
ZIP-Code…………………………..Margaret Pappa  
 
 



DUES WITHOLDING SAVES TIME AND MONEY- SIGN UP TODAY - WIN $200 IN MAY! 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter Assistance Program 
By Dave Whalen 

 
The Chapter Assistance Program was initiated by 
the FLFED Executive Board in June 2007. It was 
designed to help Chapters fund Membership and 
Public Relations efforts that the Chapter may not 
have been otherwise able to afford.  In order for a 
Chapter to receive the financial support, it must 
submit a request form available at www. narfefl.net 
to the Chairman (me) that describes the proposed 
Membership or Public Relations effort and how the 
FLFED and Chapter funds will be used.  
 
When the Chairman receives the request, he will 
determine if the proposed effort is within the 
guidelines and make a recommendation to the 
FLFED President.  The President will then decide if 
the proposed program should receive up to $200 in 
support and then instructs the FLFED Treasurer to 
send a check to the Chapter. When the Chapter 
effort is completed, the Chapter is requested to 
send a short report to the Chairman and FLFED 
President.  
 
As of December 11, 2007, only two Chapters have 
taken advantage of the Program during the first 
phase that ended November 30, 2007. Cape Coral 
Chapter 1002 was the first to receive $200 to be 
used as incentives for new member recruiting and 
dues withholding.  Leesburg Chapter 0662 
requested funds to help defray the cost of a public 
relations effort to distinctly identify NARFE 
members at public meetings and functions.  Pease 
River Chapter 2194 currently has a proposal for 
Recruitment and Retention and Public Relations in 
review.  The second phase of the program started 
on December 1, 2007 and will consider proposals 
until May 30, 2008.   
 
Other Chapters are encouraged to submit 
proposals and receive up to $200 from the $5000 
for the program this fiscal year.    
 

 New Legislative Officer 
By Brenda Mobley 

 

Greetings... I am the new Federation Legislative 
Officer.  I’m a native of Pensacola, FL.  I retired in 

2006 after serving over 30 years. The last position I 
held was the Command Deputy Equal Employment 
Opportunity Officer for Commander Navy 
Installation Command (CNIC) at the Naval Station 
Anacostia, Washington, DC.  I managed the overall 
EEO Program Command worldwide.  Prior to 
working for the CNIC. I worked for the Department 
of Interior and the National Park Service. I 
managed the operation of multi-federal programs 
with national and international attention and was 
responsible for congressional, state and local 
mandates. 
 
I look forward to the challenge of being the 
Legislative Officer and working with each of you. I 
have “hit the ground running”. I already have 
attended meetings with Congressman Cliff Stearns 
and Senator Mel Martinez, accompanied President 
Stewart to an Inverness Chapter meeting, 
represented the Federation at the NAPUS cookout, 
and attended a Christmas Party with members of 
Congressman’s Stearns staff.  
 
I also will address the Englewood/Venice Chapter 
717 on January 17, 2008, and the Inverness 
Chapter 776 has requested me to visit them on 
February 11, 2008.   
 
If I can be of any assistance to your Chapter, I am 
available.  Please, review your NARFE magazines 
as they provide very important information on 
Legislation.  It is imperative that we continue to 
communicate with our Congressional 
Representatives about co-sponsoring Premium 
Conversion and WEP/GPO.    To obtain legislative 
information, members without email can use the 
Legislative Hotline, available 24/7 on toll-free 
number, 1-877-217–8234 or 703-838-7780.  

 
Mark you Calendar 

Federation Executive Board Meetings 
February 20 - 21, 2008 
May 20 and 23, 2008 

Federation Annual Convention 
May 20 - 22, 2008 

NARFE National Convention 
September 7 – 11, 2008 

 


