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President’s Podium

By Benjamin J. Pappa Jr

The clock is ticking, and it
will soon be the major event
of the year, the Florida
Federation Convention.

But for now, the hectic month
of February is behind us.
With eleven Districts
meetings to attend in a short
time, it becomes a task of
traveling and living out of a suitcase for almost four
weeks, but the end results are that it is the only
time each year that the Districts get members of
their Chapters together to exchange ideas and
pass along information. This year’s meetings went
very well. Each District Vice President presented a
similar agenda, yet each had its own approach, but
the end results were the same, the membership
came away better informed on NARFE issues, and
that is the purpose of this annual event. | wish to
thank each of them for a job well done.

Other events that have taken place since our last
Newsletter were both happy and sad events. On
the bright side, there were Chapter celebrations
where members congregated to celebrate Chapter
anniversaries and birthdays. And there were
others that were of a different nature. For instance,
members congregated to eulogize the past life of
one of our members, such as Mildred (Mickey)
Rosenthal. There was not a seat to be had,
standing room only. Many friends and NARFE
members gathered to say farewell to a member
that made a difference to those of us in NARFE
that know her.

On more of a personal note Margaret and | were
able to get away in January, we drove out to
California, making several stops along the way,
one in Henderson, NV (just outside Las Vegas),
where we spent some time with Roy and Edith
Reichelt. Then on to visit our sons, followed by a
weeklong cruise out of Long Beach CA down the

Mexican coast. And speaking of our cruise, don't
forget the two, yes two cruises being sponsored by
the Florida Federation in December to benefit the
Alzheimer’s research program. Those who attend
will have a great time and help a great cause.

That brings us up the major event of the year, the
Florida Federation Convention that will take place
May 15" 16", & 17" at the Hilton Hotel in
Altamonte Springs. A major highlight of this year’s
event will be Margaret Baptiste our National
President attending. However, due to her very tight
schedule, she will only be with us on Tuesday and
Wednesday as she needs to fly out very early
Thursday to California. Each year the convention
provides the Chapter membership the opportunity
to come together to hear reports of both the
elected and appointed officers of the Florida
Federation along with the ability to shape the
course of NARFE through resolutions to be
addressed by the membership. It is also a great
time to renew old friendships and make new ones.
Margaret and | are looking forward to seeing many
of the regular attending members and meeting
some of the new members that will attend.

This is my final newsletter article as the Federation
President, and | view this with both happy and sad
thoughts. It has been an honor to serve NARFE as
the Florida Federation President, but it has also
been a major commitment, not only over the past
two years as President, but over the past seven
years as an elected officer of this federation. It is
now time for new officers to come forth with new
ideas to serve you, the member Chapters in the
leadership of NARFE.

Mark you Calendar

Executive Board Meetings
May 15 and 18, 2007
Annual Convention
May 15-17, 2007
2007 Alzheimer’s Benefit Cruises
December 2, 2007 from Tampa Bay
December 9, 2007 from Port Everglades
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From the 1' VP

By Don Stewart

This is the final Newsletter before the 2007
Convention. While preparations are going full tilt
and this Convention is shaping up as another great
one, there is still much to be done. We need to get
Chapter ads, booster lists and other Chapter
submissions. Deadlines are rapidly approaching
and we do not want to wait till the last minute.
Hilton Hotel , April 13; Standard Room Rate is
$74.00 + tax. Club Floor is SOLD OUT. Sleuth
Mystery Dinner Show , in_the hands of the
Convention Treasurer by April 15. Please do not
wait until the last day as advanced reservations for
dinner seating and bus transportation must be
made by the Federation. Banquet Reservations
for both Wednesday & Thursday nights at the
hotel, in the hands of the Convention Treasurer by
May 6. Program Book ads and Booster list , April
4. Hobby Show items , April 15.

We also do not want to forget the two cruises
scheduled in December to raise funds for the
NARFE Alzheimer’s fund. To get the cabin of your
choice get your reservations in early. Response so
far has been good, but we hope to do even better.

This year, | attended all 9 District meetings held in
February. It was a great opportunity to meet with
members and Chapter officers and get their views.
| devoted most of my presentation time to
guestions and answers, not just on membership,
but on other issues. The feedback was excellent. |
would like to thank all DVPs for inviting me and |
congratulate them for the outstanding jobs they did.

Membership is an area that we need to address
seriously. For the past several months, recruiting
has stayed ahead of losses and, hopefully, this turn
around will continue. What | see as disturbing is
the fact that most members dropped are those
with three years or less.  In newspapers recently,
more and more articles have appeared announcing
“baby” boomers are nearing retirement. We are
going to begin seeing a large influx of FERS
retirees and we are going to have to be ready to
welcome them into NARFE. Their interests and
concerns will be different from CSRS. We are

going to have to incorporate their issues with
CSRS issues.

A point | have been making in the Newsletter, at
District meetings and everywhere | speak is the
need that we have in NARFE to recognize that not
only are we Federal retirees, but that we also
belong to a larger community, seniors. We
have to address the issue of relevance to existing
and prospective members. We have our legislative
agenda in Premium Conversion and the
WEP/GPO, issues that are a question of fairness.
These are very important to us in NARFE and we
have the best opportunity right now of getting these
two pieces of legislation passed. However,
success in legislation is directly tied to success

in  membership. Growing membership is
directly related to our relevance. Today, more
than ever, our members, and everyone else for
that matter, are more involved in local issues. |
have spoken of issues such as disaster home
insurance premiums, tax portability when we
downsize to a smaller home, homestead exemption
levels, and property taxes, to name a few, as items
that we can get involved in. Our involvement would
help put us more in the public eye. Writing and
visiting our legislators would help us become better
known in our communities. Becoming known to
our state legislators should help us when we visit
our Congressional representatives.

The fact that there are around 166,000 federal
retirees in Florida who spend $380 million per
month will have significant impact on local
legislators who are concerned about where
their taxes originate. Involvement at the local
level should not detract from our principal mission,
but help us achieve our stated legislative objectives
of getting Premium Conversion and WEP/GPO
passed. Local legislators talk to national
representatives. We have the data indicating the
number of federal retirees at the local level. We
can and should leverage this information to help us
with our agenda. Involvement makes us relevant to
the general community and it is good public
relations for the Florida Federation.

See you in Altamonte Springs!

Florida Federation Newsletter

Page 2

April 2007



DUES WITHOLDING SAVES TIME AND MONEY- SIGN UP TODAY - WIN $200 IN MAY!

From the 2" VP

By Wallace W. Roepke

Ben mentioned living out of a suitcase during the
month of February when the District meetings are
held. The scheduling of meeting dates to
accommodate the President’'s ability to travel to
each of the District meetings is one of the primary
duties of the 2™ VP specified in the Federation
Bylaws. | always started scheduling these meetings
immediately after the May Convention. This early
first scheduling gives each District VP the
opportunity to get a tentative meeting place and
date set up. After this it is a matter of negotiation to
put together a route for the President that gives
him/her some home time in between meetings
where possible. My thanks to the DVPs for their
diligence in this scheduling.

The other tasks of the 2™ VP are legislative and
service oversight. There has been only minimum
oversight for these appointments since each was
handled with great competence and commitment.

It is my hope that | have served the Federation and
the Chapter members as your 2" VP in a manner
that supports and improves NARFE.

| look forward to the future and keeping my focus
on support of NARFE and its legislative goals.

Region Ill VP

By Bob Harrell

Your 2007 Convention is approaching and Peggy
and | are looking forward to seeing as many of you
as possible. There are many things happening in
NARFE that you have had the opportunity to read
in the NARFE Magazine and other publications.
Many of the proposals and requested changes
have to be decided and voted on by the members
in their Chapters and Federations. It is important
that these items be discussed in Chapter meetings
and brought to your Federation Convention in a
resolution form where they can be discussed again
and forwarded to the National Convention for a
convention vote.

There are two subjects that | would like your
opinion on that are now being discussed within

NARFE, The first is the resolution pertaining to the
‘one member one vote’ that was mandated by the
Albuguerque Convention for the NEB to prepare.
And the other is a proposal to reorganize the
National Officers by combining the Secretary and
Treasurer positions. Please let me hear from you
via e-mail or let's discuss it at your state
convention.

Until May and the Convention...

Federation Elections

By Benjamin J. Pappa J

One of the most important actions taken at a
Federation Annual Convention is the election of
statewide and District officials.

Any member wishing to be a candidate for a
statewide office can either follow the procedures as
set forth in the Florida Federation Bylaws Art. X,
Sec.4, or be nominated from the floor at the
Convention.

Those wishing to be a candidate for District Vice
President must be nominated at the Convention
caucus of that District.

The following is a list of members who have
announced their candidacy thus far:

Statewide

President .........coooviviiiiiiiiiiiinns Donald Stewart
1% Vice President....................... Wallace Roepke
2" Vice President.............cccuvii.... Treva Devers
Secretary..........c.ceeveeeve v ennn. . William Leatham
TreaSUIer ..., Kenneth Carter
Districts

DiSt-1 VP, Robert A. Shaw
DiISt-2 VP Harold Bartelt
DiSt-B3 VP Ruth Blackwell
DIS-A VP Sharon Sharp
DISt-5 VP Richard Zeiner
DISt-6 VP ..o Tony Torchia
Dist-7 VP ..o Angel Almodovar
DiSt-8 VP oo, Robert J. Miller
DISt-O VP, Richard Gerber
DiSt-10 VP, Lucette Chizik
Dist-11 VP.......ccev i enenee . James Greene
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Membership

By Bob Miller

When you get your M-112, | urge all Membership
Chairs to do the following:

1. Send a Welcome Letter to new members along
with a completed Form 121 (Welcome to NARFE).
2. Members Sent Second Notice: Give HQ a call,
800-456-8410, to check by member number if they
have paid, if not contact them about renewing
their membership.

3. Members Dropped for Non-renewal: Give them
a call and try and find out why they have not
rejoined. See if they need help in renewing.

4. Make sure all mailing lists have been updated
with new members, dropped members, payment
status changes, and Changes to Address, Phone
#'s or Email Addresses.

Last Senior Extravaganza for several months--
May 18, Central Florida Community College
Senior Institute, Ocala . Local NARFE volunteers
are needed to man the booth. No local volunteers,
no booth

Want to win $200? Don't forget about dues
withholding as a retention tool...and our contest!
Please mention it at all meetings and include it in
your Newsletters and websites. Think about it,
your dues come right out of your annuity check and
you never have to worry about missing a payment.

We have 40 members so far who have signed up
for the Dues Withholding Contest. In addition to
the $200 first prize, there are $50 prizes for 2nd
and 3rd.

Member to Member

By Marc Harris

Jim Greene, President of South Lee County
Chapter 1263 and nominee for District 11 VP
has developed magnetic signs which you can put
on your cars and SUVs to advertise NARFE. Here
is a sample:

NA TIONAL ACTIVE & RE TIRED FEDERAL

Cost? $15-20 each delivered. Call Jim for more
info. What's his number? It's on the sample!

Federation President Ben Pappa reports that
NARFE MART has introduced two new lapel pins;
one for Chapter Presidents, the other for
Federation Presidents. The costs of each have not
yet been announced.

Federation President Chapter President

View the signs and pins in color by going to www.narfefl.net to see the
color version of this Newsletter.

President Pappa also reports that when using
your credit card and it has left your hands, double
check to make sure it is your card when it is
returned to you. Credit cards are being switched
with outdated credit cards that look alike, but are
expired credit cards of another person. Then your
card is used, and if this is not reported in a timely
manner because you are unaware of the switch,
you may be responsible for the charges.
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FEEA

By Nancy Roepke

Just a short reminder to all that the NARFE/FEEA
fund has a two-part function. The first is the
Scholarship Program  which gives $1000 each
year to several dozen deserving high school
seniors across the nation who are going on to
college. The second is the Disaster Relief Fund
which provides financial support to NARFE
members in disaster areas. | am reminding you
because it is easy to overlook FEEA without any
immediate needs. Don’t forget to give to the
NARFE/FEEA funds.

NARFE- PAC

By John Trenkle

NARFE has issued a new NARFE-PAC pin
for contributors and increased the minimum
contribution to $20 to get a pin. Chapters
should have NARFE-PAC pins available to
encourage contributions and the "NARFE-PAC
Contributors Form". Chapters can request these
materials directly from Rebecca Rey, NARFE
Legislative Assistant, rrey@narfe.org. They also
can contact me for these supplies. | also will have
table posters for the convention. | have a few extra
ones, so, on a limited basis, if any of the DVPs can
use them, or have any questions, please let me
know.

ALZ

By Leonora Sicular

Alzheimer’s protein fingerprint. A group of
scientists led by Kelvin Lee at Cornel Medical
School has discovered a pattern of proteins that
are indicative of Alzheimer's Disease. The proteins
were found in samples of cerebrospinal fluid (it is a
protective fluid surrounding the brains and spinal
cord). "This protein sequence was an accurate
marker of Alzheimer's almost 90% of the time,
compared to current methods of detection that are
only 80% accurate” said Mr. Lee. "The impact
really goes beyond diagnostics. This type of test
could be used to monitor drug efficacy during
clinical trials. Changes in these proteins
associated with the disease and with drug
treatment could be continually measured. It is just
as important to identify that a patient does not have

Alzheimer's so that the correct diagnosis can be
made as early as possible
(ewarner@agelessdesign.org 1/04/07)

Public Relations

By Marc Harris

What will $750 buy? At the February, 2007
Executive Board meeting, an additional $750 was
allocated for Public Relations activities through the
remainder of this fiscal year. Even though we have
NARFE's only statewide email list of press
contacts, in order to get the most bang for those
bucks, | recently polled the DVPs to determine
those newspapers around the state for which
NARFE ads might work best. We will use the list to
obtain advertising prices and put together an
advertising campaign aimed at our 4 audiences:
members, potential new members, the public and
elected officials. We hope to obtain Matching
Funds from NARFE National for this effort. | urge
all Chapters to consider the use of Matching Funds
for recruitment and PR efforts.

Spread the word . Did you know that when NARFE
National sends out a Press Release, it does not go
to any Newspaper in Florida? Well, we are not
letting that deter us from getting the word out. We
recently started taking National's Press Releases
and emailing them to our statewide list of press
emails, and to our PR Team. So if you see a news
article that seems to come from NARFE National, it
got there only through the efforts of your Florida
Federation team.

Exposed in DC . We received exposure on Mike
Causey’s show on Federal News Radio over the
Veterans Day Holiday weekend, and again
February 12, 2007. Mike is a good friend of federal
employees and retirees and | understand he spoke
at the recent NARFE National Executive Board
Meeting. Mike’s radio program can be heard in
Florida via the internet. | was to have had lunch
with Mike on February 13, 2007, but that was
postponed due to the ice storm in DC on that date.
At that lunch, | was to have presented him with a
Certificate of Appreciation from the Florida
Federation signed by President Pappa. |
subsequently mailed it to Mike, and expect it is now
hanging prominently in his DC office.
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Federation files up to date

By Bill Leatham

For the first time in years the Chapter Officer
Roster is fully updated. | made calls to Chapters
that did not complete new F-7's (Chapter Officer
Roster forms) and ended up with only one chapter
not updated.

| started off by downloading the M-111 Chapter
Officer Roster, converting it to a database, and
kept it in sync and up to date via F-7’'s and M-111
updates. The F-7 is vital because it serves to keep
National and the Federation in touch with your
Chapter’s officers. If we do not know who you are,
information will not get to you. Convention packets
will go to the wrong person, or no one. Your
National and Federation Officers will not know
whom to contact when issues arise in your area.

For this reason, it is important for members and
officers to keep their membership information,
including email addresses up to date by using the
membership update forms on National. Again, this
is a matter of being able to communicate.

This roster will now be used to automatically
generate the District web pages on NARFEFL.net. |
will be providing the Automation Officer with
computer output that will greatly ease the work of
keeping our web site information up to date and
accurate.

There were a few minor frustrations in this project: |
ordered one phone number and got another, had
static on the line, etc. But the faxes are a great
help. You may want to make a note of my
dedicated fax line; 941-237-3020. My email is
secretary@narfefl.net.

Our President, Ben Pappa, has prevailed upon
National to provide M-111 updates on a bi-monthly
update with the first such update due in early April.
And our Field VP Bob Harrell, acting on a
recommendation from our Public Relations Chair
Marc Harris, managed to get NARFE National to
change the on-line F-7 so it is now much simpler to

use. Hopefully an updated F-7A and the printed
forms will follow.

Another accomplishment was that | went to our
storage locker and, with the help of David Blackwell
from Chapter 1525, picked up the Secretary’s
records and got the Federation’s records in order.
This was infinitely easier than my first “Secretary
ship”, when | was federally appointed to be
Corporation Secretary of a publicly held
international bank holding company seized by the
U.S. Being a Secretary of what had been a
criminal enterprise until the U. S. took it over was
an experience, including testifying before a U.S.
District Judge, who was a direct descendant of the
famous pirate Jean Lafitte, testifying in Spanish
before the Superior Tribunal of Carolina, PR etc.
See you all at the Convention!

Federation Officials

Elected

President...................... Benjamin Pappa
IstVP........coeeeieiivvee oo eno.....Donald Stewart
2ndVP................c.oevvoo . Wallace Roepke
Secretary...............oeevne...... William Leatham
Treasurer..........coovevvieiiinenn. Kenneth Carter
Past President........................ David Whalen
Appointed
Alzheimer's..........................Leonora Sicular
Automation...............oceeiennnn. Diana Leatham
Chaplain................. Mary Ellen Schoolmaster
Coalitions........ccocceeeii e, Herbert Sicular
FEEA...................................Nancy Roepke
Legislative..............................Treva Devers
Membership..........ccooovii . Bob Miller
Membership Awards................David Whalen
NARFE-PAC............................John Trenkle
Newsletter Editor........................ Marc Harris
Newsletter Publisher (this issue)........ District 7
Public Relations.........................Marc Harris
Service Officer......... Mary Ellen Schoolmaster
ZIP-Code............................Margaret Pappa

Your Future is our Focus!
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Legislative Scorecard

By Treva Devers

Current Bills
Senate/ Co- Increase/ FL Co- New FL Co-Sponsors
House Sponsors Decrease Sponsors
Bill Number
WEP/GPO S. 206 21 0 3 None
H. R. 82 250 0 7 None
Premium S. 773 8 0 0 None
Conversion H. R. 1110 57 0 3 None

Other Bill We Are Watching

Government H. R. 1256 2 0 0 None
Increase in

FEHBP

Premium

HOW ARE OUR FLORIDA LEGISLATORS DOING FOR US? NOT GOOD ENOUGH!

GPO/WEP:

Only 7 out of our 25 Representatives in Florida have cosponsored the House bill:
Ch1 Jeff Miller CD 19 Robert Wexler
CD2 Allen Boyd CD 21 Lincoln Diaz-Balart
CD5 Ginny Brown-Waite CD 23 Alcee Hastings
CD 10 C. W. Bill Young

Senator Bill Nelson has cosponsored the Senate bill, but Senator Mel Martinez has not.

Premium Conversion:
Only 3 of the 57 co-sponsors are FL Representatives:

CD5 Ginny Brown-Waite
CD 17 Kendrick Meek
CD 19 Robert Wexler

Neither of our Senators are co-sponsors of the Senate bill.

Please contact your FL Senators and Representatives about these bills and urge them to sign on as a
co-sponsor. This affects your retirement check!!

Did you know? NARFE Chapter 1 is located in (hard to believe) Washington, D.C. and was chartered
in April 1947. Florida’s first Chapter, Chapter 33 was chartered in November 1953.
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Mildred (Mickey) Rosenthal

District 7 Vice President Mildred (Mickey) Rosenthal passed away on February
26, 2007. As a tribute to Mickey, the family has requested that, in lieu of
flowers, donations be made to the NARFE/FEEA Scholarship Fund in the
following manner:

Checks should be made out to the FEEA/NARFE Scholarship Fund and sent to
the NARFE Chapter 1405 President, Mr. Angel Almodovar, P.O. Box 970604,
Miami, FL 33197-0604. The President will collect all memorial donations and
send them on to FEEA with an explanatory letter stating the purpose of the
donations.

To date nearly $2,000 has been donated.
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