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Lucette Chizik, 69

T

Widow’s volunteer work
recognized as labor of love

By MICHELLE MLUNDY

Pl Dok Poat St Verider

Loceite Chizik doean't
like mimance novels, bot
she does belicve in true
bewee,

[t weas Boves for Do it
hushand Max that ked her
o voluntesr for the Na-
ticnal Active and Retired
Federal Employees Associ-
ation. He was a retired gov-
criment worker and had
asked her to et imolvied
im the fssoctivtion,

And it was love for him
that propelled her to e
even miore involved after
he died 20 years ago, Her
dedication o the argani
ration canme o the fore
recently when she received
ita Womnn of the Year
Sweare.

Th= hoso, given her
by the Flerida chapters,
came a= a hit of & shock
te Chizik, who sifd she
dhoe=sn Tikees a1 lot of atten-
tbon. People told her that
ahe didn’t react for af least
M seconds after her name
was cilled,

“This ks semething that
happeas to someon: clse
oo mid s saded Chilztle,
wha, as district vice presi-
dent of the nizakicm,
oversees 5ix chaplers from
Boynton Beach to Barefoot
Bay in Brevard County
“I juest never gove ik any
thought.”

Chizik's love story, and
the journey that led her o
volunteer with the asso-
ciation, starfed when she
left her native France for
FPhiladelphia at age 23

The mewe was o bold
on in the Gk, The
man who sponsored her
TR m— :ilj}ll-'ﬂlﬁj'lil:l WS
a reqguirement in thise
days — would become her
hushand about six years
later, bit sl deldin know
at the time what would
unfold. She simply started
working al an advertis-
mg ngmn:].- a5 &

ul]J-Hﬂ renl,
"Back in those days,

errnwn

Lucette Chizk stands in Ber backysrd garden
wearing the madal she was given for being
narmest Waman af 1he Year by the Mational Ac-

if you came from France
by yoursell, thats pretiy
gui=y,” she said.

Shee tried boomove back
bix France tewn years Later,
bt changed her mind,

“I was prethy indepen-
denl,” shee sai I“H"ur_l. 3
FUSSS YOl Ve @ -

Instead, she kept work:
ing. Max Chizik, al the
Lirme, waz simply a friend,

Hilumm have had
antic ideas about
e, bidl T pever saw b com-
b, she gaid,

She felt their relation-
ship was a liftle
miare than !Fﬂ“ﬁlb when
Max shewwed up after she
was evacuated to a nearhy
hotel becawse of & fire in
her apartment baikd

She dinkn't expect him
1oy conme, et he dlicl. He
searched for ber amid an
sy of I, pets and
Talrels im the hote] lebby, b
she sapw him first, Stand-
inge behind him, she said,
S booking for someone
b any chance?

He Ern]:med three days
lter Alter petting mar-
ried, Chizik decided o
become a LS. citizmen, but
sl wanled o surprise her

hasbanil. 5o, she hid the
boaotes sl studied about
the LLS. mowernment umder
bl g0l

When it was time to
b sworn in as a cilieen,
Chizlk todd her hushamnd
1o meet her-at the court-
house, His first guestio
“What chiel you do?”

Chizik smiles at the
MEMY,
“1 loved to spring things
Bike that on him,” she said.
I kept him on his toes.”

When he mealized whal
she was up to, Chizik said
her Tnshaned be

The cougale hu—-r Fiwed
in Washington, [
CGermany and New _Ter‘i-w
becanse of Max Chizile's
b securily job with the
povernament, In B8 they
retired (o Port S0 Lucie.
Mo, whao had diabetes,
i fn 1988 while the
couple was traveling in
5t Augustine. They had
slogipsed to et coffee when
Tis heart failed and he col-
1 41 in the parking ot
n]:gi.w keeps Eablmﬁnd
witite picture of her hus-
band smiling in ber living

NASTD S LHCER el Py v
five gnd Hetwed Federal Employers Asso-
tion's Flosida chapters. She & the distict vice
president, overséeing six chaplens.

roam, and she thinks of
whal e would think of
evervithin she's done,
including her femd-rosang
efforts for the Alzheimer's
Care Center in St Lucie
Couniy.

“He wonld be progsd of
frae,” sl aaid,

What's your favorite French
fond?

Good French cheese.
"It my downfall actually
— bread, cheese and a
glass of wine”

What are your faverite
places to vislk?

“Besides France, of
cionrse, it would be PMor
Wiy

What are your habbles?

Reading, gardening and
coking for friends

What do you llke s mad?

Higtory books, biogra-
phie=s and mowels by John
Grisham and Carl Hisasen

Wha has been a mentor to
yau'?

“My hushand. He was a
viery generous person. He
wals @ posilivie person, and
he was funmy.”
@michels sl phpos] com




